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Dirds of Prey That Help

the farmer

Most hawhks and owls
are benefictal. Uncle
Sam wants to protect
them—why not assist
. huim 1 his good work?d

AMLET said that be knew a hawk
from a handaaw. Perhaps it I8 bet
ter to know one hawk from another,

Countar to the general ballef.
most of our North American bawks

are beneflcent In their lives, In
the course of a year they do much
mores good than harm, and yet they
are shot rothlessly on  sight It
would profit the man with a poultry
yard and & farm to study the habits
of bawks & little and to learn to diseriminate be
tween the friend and the foe to his Interasts,

Lt us take first the hawks ordinarily known as
hen hawks or chioken hawks. The hawks com:
monly called by these names rarely kill any chick-
ans, But the trouble is that they got the blame
for the bad deeds of birds that “sneak in" to the
poultry yard, do their killing and muake their
escape while the big bird woaring in plain sight
sguinst the heavens is charged with being the
culprit and recelves the present of a charge of
shot {f opportunity offers

Take the red-talled hawk for Instance. He In
khown to the aclentist as Buteo borealls. In the
West the soaring “chicken hawk” almost Invarl
ably s tho redinil, About once s year perhaps
the rodtall will plek np a chicken, but for the rest
of the time he contents himself with s diet of
froge, snakes, crawhsh, insects, and small mam-
mals, mostly of an Injuorious habit of Nfe. The
number of fleld mice that a red-tallod hawk in the
courso of & month will enteh and devour Is almost
Inaradible,

The good that this “chicken hawk' does so far
outwalghs the harm that it 1 a living shame 1t 1s
hunted so ceasclesaly. If there ever was a crea
ture in the world about whom there are a thou-
sand mistakon thoughts that ereaturs is the red-
tafled hawk, the commonest of our “chicken
hawke,”

Ordivarily one thinks of birds of prey as being
oxceedingly bold. Some of them are. But the
L redtall s on pretty nearly every occaslon an ar-
) rant coward, ® In meekly submissive to the as

L' saults of the kingbird, and he is a perfect poltroon

iIn the face of an attuck from a crow. | have seen
A crow buffet a red-talled hawk for half an hour,
the hawk making abrolutely no attempt. toWiefend
himself and apparently being atraid to leave Iis
perch on a fencepost for fear that the crow would
Eot a greater advantage while lmﬁuht. AW n rule
. tha courageous hawks are the Injurfous hawks
5 There Is another hawk similar In ity habits to
the redtall, It Is fairly common In many parts
of the United States and particularly wo east of
the Mississippl river. It is ealled the red-shoul-
. dored hawk, and with the rediall it shares the
ignominy of belug known wherever it Bppears ms
& chicken hawk., Like the redtall it oceaslonally
kills a chicken. Hut it dearly loves rats, mice,
tree-girdling rabbits, froge, and Insects. The red.
Yy shouldered bawk woars, and sonrs, and soars, and
. when It Is seen against the sky the shotgun Is
1| brought out and an attempt (s made to kil the
_ Mqﬁ that s looking for fleld mice, gophers or
b something else, und with its thoughts far removed
the chicken coop.
& suburb of Washington, D, C., a friend of
|, lian & country place where he ralses large
. bers of chickens, This friend is o bird lover
is

isi

he has many specles of American birds dwell-
At his doorstep. Back of his house he han
twenty acres of woodland, and In these
ed two pairs of red-shouldered hawka,
! bked me Il ho should kill the hawks
0 save hiw chickens. 1 told him to leave
_ | wks alone and he did so for u long time.
. Winally on one unfortunate day one of the red.
M gentlemen desconded on the poultry
. yard and made off with a pullet. Deoath was de.
~ erood for the hawks and soon they were killed,
§  Within a few weeks the chickens began to dis-
4 RDpear, or, At any rate, were found dead with thelr
1 lifeblood gone, and in some cases partly devoured
018 were ut work. After the hawks were
| kilisd the weasels wultiplied in great numbers
‘| and took thelr heavy toll of roosters, hens und
| little chicks of uncertain sex. My friend was sorry
L] that he had killed the hawks
X = ' on therg in the sparrow hawk, known to the
entist as Falco aparverfus. Thiw s the smallest
of the hawks of North America, and it has o range
all over the United Btates. The sparrow hawk
almost unquestionably {s the moat beautiful, as it
is the amallest, of our birds of prey. This little
bawk is unfortunately named. It was dubbed
aparrow hawk long befors the day of the B ish
sparrows In this country. It was so called be
chuse it occaslonally captured and killed some of
our native American sparrows, which, for the most
part, are beneficent birds. Lately the sparrow
hawk when it does any bird killing at all, turns its
ttention largely to Knglish sparrows, and there
] by ndds to the services which It otherwise ren-
: ders. The sparrow hawk lives mostly on small
. Injurious mammals, lnsects, grasshoppers, cater-
| piliars, and the like. It should be wald, how-
aver, that fully 46 per cent of the food of the spar-
row hawk consisis of Held mice, house mice and
shrows, 4
i A pair of sparrow hawks have & nest. or at any
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resting place, back of a big bronge eagle
apraads its wings near the roof on the fsce
state, war. and navy bullding in Washing:
1y acroes a narrow street from one ond
hite House, These two sparrow bawks
White House grounds dally. It may not
same pair, but two sparrow bawks have

ing back of the state department eagle
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~ When Theodore Roosevelt was president he
- pearched the grounds around the White House
. #vary ones In & while to discover what he could In
~ ®he way of wild life, Next to birds, he wus partie-
- Wlarly interested in fleld mice. Occaslonally he la-

Edward b.(ark

meunted the fact thut he could not find more spe-
cles of the little mammals than he did In the

White House yard. | always have thought that
the reason was Lo be found back of the eagle on
the state department front. ‘The two spartow
bawks kept the lawns pretty well clear of the
minor rodents,

The marsh hawk, Circus hudsontus, {s one of the
most beautiful birds of prey in the United States
and one of the most useful. The adult male bhas
& blulsh slate body, streaked with white, and be-
coming pure white just above the tail and under-
neath., The underparta are lightly specked with
reddish brown., The adult female and the young
are rusty in color. with & good many streaks.

Marah hawks, as thelr name suggests, haunt the
wet places, but frequently they are seen fylng low
over the dry flelds and the prairies. Perbaps one
oannot do better than to guote Vernon Balley on
the subfect of the marsh hawk. He writes:

“The Intelligent farmer usually recognizes the
value of this hawk and the fact that it simost
never touches his poultry. He sees It skimming
over his meadows and diving into the grass for
mice, and wisely lots its lve; but nevertheless he
would be surprised (I he could figure out how
many dollars it saves him during the year”

It is virtvally fmpossible within the scope of a ¢

comparativaly short article to give anything like
a full list with deseriptions of all the bheneficlal
hawks in the United States, They form a feath
ered legion. Let us, however, take one or more
of these birds of prey for a Iittle advisory dis
course. The Swalpson bawk, Buteo swalusonl, ia
distributed from the far arctic regions way south:
ward to the Argenting Republic. In the United
Siates, L s fairly common from the western
ocean to Wisconsin and llinois, and oceasionally
It is found in the East

Mujor Bendire, the army ornithologist, wrote of
(bis hawk, which he studied for a long time:

The food of Swalnson's hawk consists almost
sutirely of the smaller rodents, principally striped
gophers and mice, as well as grasshoppers and the
large black cricket which is very common., as
wall as destructive, in cortaln seasons, and the
bane of the farmers In eastern Oregon, Washing.
ton, Idaho, Nevads, and other localities in the
Great Basin, destroylng and eating up every green
thing as they move along. | canmot recall s win-
glo instance where ome of these birds visited a
poultry yard. From an economic polnt of view |
conslder it by fur the most uneful and benefloial
of all our hawks."

Now for something about a fow of our bene
flolal owls. Everybody knows, or ought to know.
the little screech owl which sits at the satrance to
its bole in a hollow tree and utters its querulous,
carious cry. This little bird has two upstandicg
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BEAU BRUMMELL HOBO

Playing the part of a tramp Beau
Brummell, Charles Paradise, a Colgate
college student, recently traveled from
Miami, Fla., to New York, 1,600 miles,
by “hopping” automobiles. This sum-
mer, he says, he' |8 going to San Fran-
clsco and return over the Lincoln
highway, just by asking persons along
the way for a "Mft."

“It's the easies! thing in the
world,” he sald. “I bardly ever get
turned down. All I do 1s stand at the
slde of the road and wave my hand
at & machine, Then, when it stops, |
ask If there's any room and If they
mind giving me a 1ift. | haven't maet
# grouchy guy on the trip. Lots of
the people aek me to spend the night
at thelr homes,"

Paradise Is a fastidious tramp,
too. He rises at 10:20 In the morn-
ing and has breakfast before going
on the road. He moves in the best
of society along the route, having

called on Governor Manning of South Carolina, Governor Craig of North Caro

of the blg fire, attended a barbecue

posing as a newspaper reaporter

the Coast this summer,

By his method Paradise makes between 150 and 200 miles a day,
he was attending high school and living with his mother in Albany, he made
$2,000 by running & news stand in an oflice building and working in vacations
He still has part of this money, and hopes it will carry him part of the way to

lina, J. W, Payntor at Palm Beach and Vincent Astor, Paradise stopped eight
weeks at Palm Beach, being Introduced by persons he met on the road.
While coming up from Florida he stopped off at Augusta to see the ruina

in South Carolinag and heard Wilson

dallver his special message to congress on the submarine controversy by
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BATCY OWZ,

tufts of feathers which serve to distinguish It
from a less common but very much simiiar ow)

of which something will be written further on. Of
owls which are not deacribed here at length,
ambng the most useful are the barred owl,
the long-eared and the short-eared owls

The screech owl is one of the best mousers in
the world, It also is a great dostroyer of Insects,
It starts ita hunting about sunset and It journeys
round and round the bulldings In the country

Inoking for its favorite quarry. [t Kills thousands
upon thousands of mice every year. Dr. A K,
Fisher, the government's expert in all matters per-
taining to hawks and owls, suys of the little
screoech owls that thelr economic relations are of
the greatest importance, “particularly on account
of the abundance of the species In farming dis-
tricts; and whoever destroys them through ignor-
ance or prejudice should be severely condemned.”

It was the barn owl, or a species closely allied
to it, of which Gray wrote in his “Hlegy,” “the
moping owl doth to the moon complain.” Some-
timas the barn owl Is called the monkey-faced owl
because its gountenance does look a trifle like that
of the mopkey. In recent years the barn owls
have been decreasing in numbers because of the
mistaken belief that they kill poultry. The
trouble is that barn owls frequently live In barns
or In other structures reared by man, and because
they are seen therefore about the poultry
yards frequently the lmpression is given that they
are chicken thieves, The barn owl, however, I8
one of the most bepeficial of all our rapacious
birds. 1t dearly loves rats and mice, and one barn
owl is worth & doven cuts as a ratter and mouser.

There I & little owl commonly called the “"saw-
whet,” which is an interesting and beneficial crea-
ture, At Hrst glance one might think that the
saw-whet owl f8 a screech owl, but on taking a
second look it will be seen that the saw-whet
lucks the ear tufts or feathered horns that are
worn by its little cousin.

The saw-whet ow! gets its name (rom the fact
that its note sounds like the whetting of a saw.
It ean be readily understood, therefore, that this
bird I8 not much of a musician. It Is a great
mouser, and ltke most of the other owls, seems to
prefer these small rodents to almost any other
article of diet

The saw-whet ow!l ralses & large family sach
year, It keeps the father and mother exceedingly
busy to get enough wice to feed the offspring, but
they keep at the hunting work for hours at a
time and probably deny themselves many a mouse
morgsel in erder that the young may get enough
1o aat

It is an easy matter [or a persou to get from the
government full knowledge of the habits of the
beneficial hawke and owls of the United States,
The, blological survey of the department of agri
culture has the records in the case, and It will he
glad enough to furniah information to persons
seeking it. Uncle Bam wants to save most of
his bawks and owls

Why not help him do 1t

RULES EASILY UNDERSTOOD,

The “Little Cltlzens" comnitteg of the Bella
Vista playground in Oakland, Cal., asked to draw
up rules and regulations on conduct of the
grounds, submitted the following series

“No clgarettes, They're no good Any boy
found smoking will be shown the gate

“Yon've got to keep paper and trush off the

grounds. If you eat here, do it'decent and take
the refuse away with you. If you don't, look out
for trouble,

"Small children must be glven a chance all the
time. If any boy takes anything away from a lit-
tle kid, hetl get his

“Bay ‘thanks’' It don't hurt yvou. and being
polite aln't a crime."—From the Playground

TRAVEL MADE SAFE,

The terrors of the desert will have no fears for
the transcontinental tourist making the trip by
auto over the Lioncoln highway. It s planned to
run a double copper telephone wire along the Lin-
coln highway from Salt Lake City to Ely, and
thence to Reno. Cut-in stations will be established
one mile apart along the way, and by means of
thesa wstations no traveler could ever become
siranded at a greater distance than & half mile
fromi & telephone station from which he ecould
eall for rellef. A traveler will be able to procure
an instrument at either end of this route by pay-
Ing & small deposit on it, Just suiclent to tnsure
Ita return iu proper condition when he reaches
the station ut the other end of hig journey.

ASHURST AT THE BAR

Back In his younger days—he
isn't very old yet—Henry F. Ashurst,
United States senator from Arizona,
served as a deputy sheriff. He took
the work seriously and seldom did a
day pass without his plcking up some
desperado and hustling him to the
county jall. Beford locking up a
prisoner, however, it was necessary
for & deputy sheriff to visit the retail
establishment of a certain prominent
drink merchant, because'the key to
the lockup was kept theéere—on a nall
behind the bar. There was only one
key, but there were several deputy
sherifls and & great many peopla to
be placed in jall. So the only thing
to do wus to have the key in a central
location sare to be open at any hour
of the day or night. The liguor mer-
chant, being a publicspirited, high-
minded citizen, hospitably contributed
a nall In his establishment and the
key hung there off and on for a long
time, That nall and iis location came

pleture down,

-
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near being the undoing of Ashurst A

photographer snapped a picture of him one day as he was standing back of
the bar, en route to the nail. This picture fell into unfriendly hands and from
then on It was published and republished all over Arizona,
érroneous impression that Ashurst spent most of his time shopping about the
stores of them that sold drinks. It took him just seven years to live that

Many got the

BETANCOURT
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BUYS A HAT

of disapproval,

The other day Senor Don Jullo
Betancourt, minister to the United
States from Colombia, received a wire
less message from Senora Betanoourt,
who was on board the steamer Al
mirante on her way to this country.
The minister, with & worried expres-
sion on his countenance, at once took
& train for New York and hustled over
to the Fifth avenue shopping district,
for the wireless told him that his wile
had lost her hat overboard and
though she had plenty of hats, left,
not one was it for a minister's wife
to wear when landing in the metropo
lis. Pretty soon a revenue cutler
bore Don Jullo down the bay to meet
the Almirante, and with him was an
attache of the Colombia embassy car
rying a big bat box in his lap as ten-
derly as if it were a baby.

Buying a hat for & woman on a
wirelesa description is & matter of
deep concern, and Senor Betancourt

was anxiously aware of the fact, It was with vast relief that he saw his wife
don the creation he had purchased and wear It ashore without outward signy

I GRAND OLD MAN OF MEDICINE

Dr. Abraham Jacohi, known
throughout the country as the “Urand
Old Man of Medicine” and the friend
of the babies, recently celebrated his
elghty-sixth birthday by atiending to
the needa of his many patients In
New York. Despite his advanced age
hoe Is & very active man and particl
pates in many clvic and national
aveuts,

Doctor Jacobl has been a prac-
ticing physician for 63 years and ls
known throughout the world as an
suthority on the diseases of (nfants.
He is the suthor of many books, and
not long ago served as president of
the American Medical association.

He was born at Hartum, Weat-
phalia, and got hia M. D, degree at
Bonn. He was ldentified with the
German revolutionary movement and
was in detentlon in Berlin and Co-
logne, being imprisoned for high trea-
son. He came to this country in 18563

better parents,

and bas enjoyed & large practice umong the rich and has long been a bens
factor of the poor. He has been showered with many medical honors and will
always be beloved for the work he has done for the bables. He has slways
striven for better milk, better bables, better living, better conditions, and




